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VAN GOGH MANIA: THE IMMERSIVE EXPERIENCE

By

Karen Hamlin
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As you step into Van Gogh’s world, banners of his paint-
ings cascade from ceiling to floor for an overview of his
most compelling works. The show is accompanied by the

music compositions by Luca Longobardi, pairing art and
music to help tell the story of the famous painter.

The brainchild of Massimiliano Siccardi—the pioneer of
immersive digital art—created a totally new way to experi-
ence art, promoting it to art lovers as well as to non-art

aficionados. The exhibit includes his first painting, T h e
Potat o, 18&tSdarag ry 188 o f I, 0

1888;and T h e Be tR890 o m

Monumental projections guide the visitor to each impres-
sive area, leading from the introductory banners to animat-
ed images that focus on his use of color, detail, brush
strokes, and symbolism. The final space is an explosion of
Van Gogh’s genius exposing his most famous works in
motion rolling over the ceiling, walls and floor where you
are immersed into his fantasy. It is important to keep in
mind Van Gogh’s time line and mental state when he
painted his masterpieces, because they were the impetus
for his selections.

Had it not been for his
sister-in-law, Jo Van Gogh
-Bonger, who inherited his
nearly 900 paintings after
his death, the world proba-
bly never would have
heard of the master. She
had no idea what to do
with his collection, so she

Van Gathar ryp Niddded to promote them
Photo: Wikipedia by organizing exhibitions
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and selling them. The world finally caught up to him, to
appreciate his genius. But, during VanGogh’s life few

were interested so he died poor. For context, St ar r y
N i gsdidat auction for $85 million dollars.

The DC exhibition at the Rhode Island Center (524 Rhode
Island Center, NE) has been extended to May. Get tickets

at Feverup.com.
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