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WAL GETS SPOOKY 
 

What would our community be 
without the Spooky Mad Science 
Expo? Held each year in October, 
WALôs Science Club, the Youth 
Committee, resident volunteers, 
City of Alexandria representatives 
and STEAM-based organizations 
gather on the Lower Terrace for an 
evening filled with fun and all 
things scary! View a few photos 
from the October event on page 11. 
 
Photo: Zohreh Khoshnamak 

 
Wheel is a publication of the  
Watergate at Landmark Unit Owners Association  
 

November 2021, Vol. 47, Issue 11  
Published 11 times annually  
 

 

For publication consideration, submit original content (e.g. articles, photos )  

to commgr@watergateatlandmark.com . High quality photos recommended 

(300 dpi or greater). Management makes content decisions and it is understood 

that revisions and edits will be made to fit space and publication style. Publication 

is not  guaranteed.  
 

The Wheel does not warrant or assume any legal liability or responsibility 
for any information, product or service represented within our magazine.  

Anyone using the information provided by The Wheel whether medical, 
legal, business or other, does so at their own risk and by using such 
information agrees to indemnify The Wheel from any and all liability, loss, 
injury, damages, costs and expenses (including legal fees and expenses) 
arising from such use.  
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You might say that November is Americaôs month of giv-
ing thanks. It marks not one, but two holidays that remind 
us how fortunate we are: Veterans Day and Thanksgiving 
Day.    
  
On Thursday, November 11 our nation will celebrate Vet-
erans Day 2021.  This federal holiday pays tribute to the 
men and women of the United States armed forces who 
risk their lives to protect our freedoms.  We sometimes 
take these freedoms for granted in the United States.  But 
as Veterans Day draws near we take time to remem-
ber, thank and honor the many owners and residents of 
Watergate at Landmark who are veterans ï
 and all veterans ï for their patriotism, sacrifices and hon-
orable service to the defense of our nation.  Our heartfelt 
gratitude to you!  
  
In a similar vein, two weeks later our country cele-
brates Thanksgiving Day on November 25.  Thanksgiving 
was officially established as a national holiday amidst of 
one of the darkest periods of our history:   
  
ñThe year that is drawing towards its close, has been filled 
with the blessings of fruitful fields and healthful skies. To 

these bounties, which are so constantly enjoyed that 
we are prone to forget the source from which they come, 
others have been added, which are of so extraordinary a 
nature, that they cannot fail to penetrate and soften even 
the heart which is habitually insensible to the ever watch-
ful providence of Almighty God.ò These are the opening 
words given by President Abraham Lincolnôs Proclama-
tion to the nation on October 3, 1863, ñIn the midst of a 
civil war of unequalled magnitude and severityéò  
  
Although President George Washington issued a procla-
mation naming Thursday, November 26, 1789 as a ñDay 
of Publick Thanksgivinò it wasnôt until President Lincolnôs 
1863 Proclamation that Thanksgiving was regularly com-
memorated each year on the last Thursday of November.    

Thanksgiving is one of the busiest holidays of the 
year.  Some of us stay home to celebrate, while many oth-
ers travel to be with family and friends.  Itôs also a time to 
pause, reflect and take inventory of our lives.  There is 
much for which we can be thankful this Thanksgiving sea-
son:  
¶ These United States of America, its freedoms and liber-
ties; our diversity, and the rights that we have such 
as Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness  
¶ Watergate at Landmark and its diverse population, 
providing an opportunity for greater understanding and 
appreciation of people of all ages and various ethnic, 
cultural and religious backgrounds  
¶ Our beautiful grounds, landscape, facilities and ameni-
ties  
¶ Our Committee Chairs and Committee members who 
give their selfless service to make this a thriving com-
munity  

PRESIDENTõS UPDATE 
 

 By Phil Schrock, Board President 

ñ...slow down and give thanks 
for the many good things we 
have in lifeéò 

President Lincolnôs 1863 Proclamation ushered in Thanksgiving 
as a national holiday. Photo: Pixabay. 
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¶ The many silent volunteers who 
humbly donate their time and en-
ergy without recognition  
¶ Our paid staff and employees who 
want to serve our owners and resi-
dents  
¶ You, the owners and residents, 
who have entrusted your Board to 
represent and serve you  

 
We recognize the many challenges 
we as a nation and we as a commu-
nity face.  However, during this 
Thanksgiving season, itôs appropri-
ate to slow down and give thanks for 
the many good things we have in 
life.   
 
Know that your Board of Directors 
is dedicated and committed to doing 
its part in making Watergate at 
Landmark the best community it can 
be ï one that provides an enviable 
quality of life and fosters strong 
community relationships.    
  
For all of these things, I, for one, am 
thankful!  

Board Appoints New General Manager 
 
The Board of Directors of the Watergate at 
Landmark Condominium Unit Owners 
Association is pleased to announce the 
appointment of Gregory L. Gardner as the 
Associationôs new General Manager effec-
tive November 2, 2021. 
 
A lifelong resident of Northern Virginia, 
Greg comes to Watergate at Landmark 
with more than 20 years of knowledge and 
experience in the management of Common 
Interest Real Estate Communities.  
 
A graduate of George Mason University, 
Greg holds CMCA (Certified Manager of 
Community Associations), AMS 
(Association Management Specialist) and 
PCAM (Professional Community Associa-
tion Manager) certifications from the Community Associations Institute. Less 
than 3,000 community association professionals worldwide hold the PCAM 
designation. 
 
Greg served his country in the United States Air Force and received numerous 
awards during his service. He and his family currently reside in Northern Vir-
ginia. 

Gregory Gardner, WALôs new Gen-
eral Manager. Photo: Joe Vecchio 
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Want to keep bugs and rodents at 
bay? Consider scheduling a treatment 
or inspection via the Association-
provided pest control service.  
 
What pests does the treatment 
target? What methods are used? 
The pest control contractor provides 
spray treatments for roaches. They 
also treat for mice, ants and spiders.  
 

The basic treatment 
involves traps and 
glue bonds. A  
more intensive 
treatment involves 
spraying, for which 

residents must be out of unit for at 
least 4 hours. 
 
How can I schedule a service?  
To be placed on the schedule, email 
resident@watergateatlandmark.com 
or drop by the office and put in a 
written work order. Pest control ser-
vices are scheduled on Mondays and 
Fridays. Residents are called on the 
day they are on the scheduled as the 
technician could arrive at any time. 
 
 I think Iôve spotted a bedbug... 
Once a resident suspects that there 
are bedbugs in their unit, they contact 
the office. The pest control company 
is contacted  and they conduct an in-
spection for which the Assn. pays. If 
itôs confirmed that bed bugs are in the 
unit, the resident and surrounding 
neighbors are notified. They would 
then need to contact a pest control 

provider of their choice and at their 
own expense. Notices for bedbug 
inspections will be sent at least 48 
hours prior to the scheduled date. 
 
What are block sprays? 
Block sprays are done if bedbugs 
have been confirmed to be present in 
the unit. Units immediately above, 
below, to the left and to the right of 
the affected unit are notified that the 
pest control technician will visit. 
 
How do I prepare my unit? 
For intense chemical sprays, residents 
must clear all items out of the kitchen 
and bathroom as well as be out of the 
unit for at least 4 hours during spray 
treatments. Maintenance must be 
contacted if appliances need to be 
moved for repairing rodent holes; this 
service is assessed as a separate fee to 
the unit. Contact the Handyman Co-
ordinator at handy-
man@watergateatlandmark.com to 
request such. Please be present when 
the technician visits your home to 
ensure treatments or inspections are 
completed in a timely manner. 

PESTS, BE GONE! 
WALôS PEST CONTROL SERVICE 
 

 By Kat Robinson, Resident Services 

Routine pest control services help keep 
unwanted pests at  bay. Photo: Pixabay 

mailto:resident@watergateatlandmark.com
mailto:handyman@watergateatlandmark.com
mailto:handyman@watergateatlandmark.com
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ñGreat leaders are almost always great simplifiers, who 
can cut through argument, debate and doubt to offer a 
solution everybody can understand.ò  

ðGen. Colin Powell, former U.S. Secretary of State 
 
The 45th Annual Meeting of the Watergate at Landmark 
Condominium Unit Owners Association (WALCUOA) 
will take place on Monday, March 7, 2022. Three candi-
dates with the highest percentage of votes will be elected 
to fill three-year terms on the Board of Directors. Any 
qualified unit owner may run for one of these positions. 
This election, the goal of Watergateôs Election Com-
mittee is to offer an online voting option through Vote 
HOA Now.  More information on electronic voting will 
become available as the election season nears. 
 
What is the Board and why do we need Directors? 
The WALCUOA Board of Directors (BoD) is an elected 
group of unit owners that meets monthly, at a minimum, to 
create community management and oversight policies. Its 
members play a huge role in formulating decisions on be-
half of unit owners and performing fiduciary responsibili-
ties through budgetary, capital and expense-related deci-
sion-making. 
 
How can you become a candidate? 
Potential candidates typically complete and turn in an offi-
cial 2022 Candidate Petition packet from Resident Ser-
vices located in the Community Center by the approved 
due date and time. Petitions must include your name, 
building and unit number, phone number and signature. 
Petitions must be endorsed by at least 10-unit owners; 

however, you are encouraged to get more signatures in 
case some of the signatures are later proven to be invalid. 
Only one ownerôs signature per unit is permitted. With 
your petition, attach a signed autobiographical statement 
and a campaign statement not to exceed 300 words per 
document. 

 
Leaders Needed 
Candidates donôt necessarily need to be ñgreatò leaders, 
but those who endeavor to take on leadership challenges 
and evolve through their experiences have the potential to 
become ñgoodò if not great. Our Watergate at Landmark 
community needs engaged, aspiring leaders to help us 
maintain a well-defined, established governing process.  
 
If this challenge matches your aspirations, consider this a 
call to lead. 

A C ALL TO LEAD: BOARD DIRECTORS WANTED 
 

 By WAL Elections Committee 45  

The Elections Committee is looking for candidates to present for the 2022 Board of Directors election. Photo: Pixabay 

ñOur Watergate at Landmark 
community needs engaged, 
aspiring leaders to help us 
maintain a well-defined, es-
tablished governing process.ò 
 

~ Butch Hodges, Election 
Committee Chair 


