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MAD SPOOKY 
SCIENCE EXPO 

 

Now in its sixth year, 
residents and special guests 
from all over the City of 
Alexandria interacted with 
volunteers whoôve created 
hands-on STEAM activities 
inspired by the spirit of the 
spooky season!  
 
View the activity highlights 
on page 11! 
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Wheel is a publication of the  
Watergate at Landmark Unit Owners Association  
 

November 2022, Vol. 48, Issue 11, Published 11 times  annually 

 
For publication consideration, please submit original content (e.g. articles, 
photos)  to commgr@watergateatlandmark.com. High-quality photos are 
recommended (300 dpi or greater). Management makes content decisions and it 
is understood that revisions and edits will be made for space and publication style. 
Publication is not  guaranteed. 
 

DISCLAIMER: 
The Wheel does not warrant or assume any legal liability or responsibility 
for any information, product or service represented within our magazine. 
Anyone using the information provided by The Wheel whether medical, 
legal, business or other, does so at their own risk and by using such infor-
mation agrees to indemnify The Wheel from any and all liability, loss, 
injury, damages, costs and expenses (including legal fees and expenses) 
arising from such use. 

WATERGATE AT LANDMARK 
2022 - 2023 Board of Directors  

2022 - 2023 Board Officers  
Susan Bouldin, Treasurer  Vivian Moran, Secretary 

 Like Us on Facebook     Follow Us on Twitter 
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KEY WATERGATE AT LANDMARK CONTACTS 
 

Shuttle Bus Updates: Text ñwatergateò to: 844-612-2165 

Resident Services Office: 703-370-7000 

FirstService Residential: 703-385-1133 

Activities Office: 703-370-7092 

Metro Water: 703-461-3418 

Gate Communications*: 703-370-2674 
*You may call this number for after-hours emergencies. 

 
Lobby Entrance Camera 

Comcast - 971  Master Antenna - 3 
 

WAL CCTV Channels 
Comcast - 970  Master Antenna - 8 

Visit Our Website 

Keep up with all things  

 Watergate at Landmark online:  

mailto:commgr@watergateatlandmark.com
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November is upon us ï another busy month and time of 
the year. We soon will be into the Fall 2022 holiday sea-
son beginning with Veterans Day and Thanksgiving. Even 
though the holiday season is fast approaching, our projects 
and contract work continue throughout the property and 
season. The following significant project and contract up-
dates are provided for your information. 
 
Project/Contract Update 
¶ Building 3 Balcony Restoration: Begin November; 
completion date October 2023 

¶ Building 3-4 garage waffle ceiling repair and driveway 
concrete waterproof repair: Repairs on schedule with 
completion ï early November 

¶ Building 2 Loading Dock and garage work: Repair 
completed last month 

¶ Building 2 Expansion Joint Repairs: Expansion Joint 
hump lowering modification and two asphalt hump 
removal ï completed last month 

¶ Gazebo Renovation: anticipate November completion 
 
New Board Member 
Iôm pleased to announce that the Board of Directors ap-
pointed Stephen Allenbach to fill a Board vacancy. He has 
served Watergate as a member of the Budget Committee 
since 2015. Congratulations Steve, and welcome as a 
member of the Board! We look forward to the added talent 
you bring to the Board. 
 
Communications 
The Board also appointed Alex Davila as Board liaison to 
the Communications Committee. This committee plays an 
important role in identifying and recommending to the 
Board and Management more effective and efficient com-
munication forums and strategies for Watergate. The As-
sociation seeks additional members to this important com-
mittee ï members willing to invest their time, energy and 
contributions as we look for ways to improve communica-
tions throughout the WAL community. 

 
Veterans Day 2022 
More than a century 
ago, at the eleventh 
hour on the eleventh 
day of the eleventh 
month of 1918, a tem-
porary cessation of 
hostilities (armistice) 
was declared between 
the Allied nations and 
Germany. An armistice 
agreement signed in a 

railroad car outside Compiegne, France that morning end-
ed the fighting of the First World War. 

In the U.S., that day became known as ñArmistice Day,ò a 
day on which the veterans of World War I would be forev-
er honored. In June 1954, President Dwight D. Eisenhower 
extended the recognition and honor of that day to all 
American veterans by approving legislation that changed 
ñArmistice Dayò to ñVeterans Day.ò 
 
As Veterans Day approaches, on behalf of the Association 
I want to thank the numerous owners and residents, man-
agement and staff of Watergate at Landmark who are vet-
erans for their honorable and selfless service to our nation. 
My appreciation also extends to my veteran colleagues at 
Watergate, both past and present. 
 
Thanksgiving 2022 

November is also the month in which we celebrate 
Thanksgiving. We have much for which to be thankful, 
most especially: the freedoms we often take for granted in 
these United States of America; and the rights we have 
such as Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness! 
 
Beyond that grand scale, there is much to appreciate with-
in the world of Watergate: the noticeable improvements 
made to our beautiful grounds and facilities; our conscien-
tious staff and employees; our General Manager who is 
committed to taking Watergate to the next level of excel-
lence; our numerous unpaid volunteers who freely donate 
their time and energy; and our diverse population with var-
ious age groups and ethnic, cultural and religious back-
grounds. My thanks go to all who have made Watergate 
such a desirable place to live ï a place that values its peo-
ple and promotes strong community relationships.  
 
Happy Thanksgiving! 

PRESIDENTõS UPDATE 
 

 By Phil Schrock, Board President 

We are thankful for the Veterans in 
our community, both past and pre-
sent. Photo: Pixabay 

Thanksgiving is a time for reflecting upon the things for which 
we are thankful. Photo: Pixabay. 
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Watergateôs lobbies, mail shelves and, at times, stairwells 
have been dumped on of late, literally and figuratively, by 
Amazon contract and regular delivery drivers.  Many pack-
ages that used to be delivered to unit doors are now left 
piled up on the floor thus creating an unsightly and hazard-
ous environment in our lobbies and mailroom area.  The 
practice often leads to reports of pilfered and missing pack-
ages even though the area is in full view of our video camer-
as. 
 
The purpose of this article is to inform our residents what 
the Board, Management, and staff are doing, and what you 
can do to help mitigate this untenable situation.  We donôt 
pretend to have all the answers but short of banning Amazon 
from the property, these tips might help reduce this bad 
practice on the part of this company. 
 
For information, this is not unique to our community or 
even our area.  In fact, this appears to be a common practice 
nationwide in condominiums and apartments, even in Cana-
da.  We contacted our sister condominiums to see if they 
were having similar problems and they are equally frustrated 
with Amazon.  A quick search of ñAmazonôs Q&Aò section 
reveals a plethora of negative comments regarding delivery 
issues.  It also includes a section on their blog from the driv-
ers themselves.  When asked why they dump packages, the 
most frequent response from drivers and independent con-
tractors cites minimum wages and the high number of deliv-
eries they must complete within limited time frames.  
  
So, what is Management doing?   
Our process currently involves the following:  
¶ Front Gate Patrol Service Officers collect each Amazon 
Driverôs ID (DL or Amazon ID) and, in turn, we pro-
vide a FOB to access all residential buildings. The pri-
mary reason we collect the ID is to ensure the FOB is 
returned. 

¶ Drivers are provided instructions to park in the designat-
ed delivery spaces or the loading dock if the delivery 
spaces are full. 

¶ Drivers are instructed to deliver packages to unit doors. 
¶ The time of arrival and vehicle license plate numbers 
are recorded.  

¶ Drivers who park in violation can be immobilized 
(except for fire lanes). 

¶ Those who fail to follow the officerôs instructions are 
reported to Amazon via the following email:  amzl-
address-info@amazon.com 

¶ A dozen Amazon drivers associated with ñdumpingò 
have already been permanently banned from Watergate 
property. 

¶ Patrol Services officers, on a random basis, are shadow-
ing Amazon drivers to ensure they are delivering to unit 
doors. 

¶ Management meets with Amazon supervisors periodi-
cally whenever there are egregious offenses.  This has 
produced some results but unfortunately, they are not 
permanent. 

¶ A more prominent sign will soon be displayed in the 
lobby advising Amazon and other delivery drivers to 
deliver packages to individual units. 

 
What residents can do: 
¶ In your Amazon personal profile, ensure that you have 
provided Amazon with your unit number and specific 
delivery instructions to deliver packages to your unit 
door.  This is extremely important because drivers will 
take a photograph of the delivery and ask for your re-
view.  Take the time to fill out the review as it only 
takes a few seconds. 

¶ If you have been notified by Amazon that your package 
has been delivered and it is not at your front door, im-
mediately contact Amazon on their website and respond 
accordingly.  Some examples are: request a refund, send 
replacement item, etc. 

¶ If you still do not get satisfaction regarding your deliv-
ery, you are encouraged to report the incident to Ama-
zon Customer Service at: 1-888-280-4331. 

¶ Lastly, if you see an errant driver dumping packages in 
the lobby, take a photo and send it to Management or 
better yet, use the lobby red phone and call it in immedi-
ately so that we can take appropriate action. 

WHATõS GOING  ON WITH AMAZON  DELIVERIES? 
WHAT YOUR ASSOCIATION IS DOING  AND WHAT YOU CAN DO 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 By Greg Gardner, PCAM, General Manager 

We are working to prevent incomplete package deliveries. 
Photo: Watergate at Landmark Management 

mailto:amzl-address-info@amazon.com
mailto:amzl-address-info@amazon.com
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There is a serious problem concerning illegally parked cars 
in our fire lanes, community roadways and building drive-
ways. It blocks the WAL Shuttle from picking up residents, 
prevents emergency service vehicles from assisting residents 
in need and present a potential safety hazard for other driv-
ers, cyclists and pedestrians.  
 
To discourage this practice, unoccupied vehicles observed 
parked in areas designated as "No Parking" or "Fire Laneò 

will have a self-adhesive violation notice placed on the 
windshield. Your license plate number will be recorded. 
Repeat offenders risk immobilization, towing and/or having 
a parking violation fee assessed to the unit associated with 
the vehicle.  
 
When motorists park their vehicles appropriately, it allows 
the fire lanes and no parking zones to be available for emer-
gencies, pickups, drop-offs, etc. 

BOOTS ARE FOR FEET, NOT VEHICLES 

  

By Watergate at Landmark Management 

Please park in the appropriate areas to avoid parking violation notices (left) and fees, an immobilizer (right) and/or towing. 
Photo: Watergate at Landmark Management 
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WAL UPCOMING  EVENTS 

WATERGATE BOOK CLUB 
 

Thursday, November 3 
Conference Rm. 2 and Virtual Å 7:30 p.m. 
The World to Come by Dara Horn 

 
A million-dollar Chagall is stolen from a museum during a 
singles' cocktail hour. The unlikely thief, former child 
prodigy Benjamin Ziskind, is convinced that the painting 
once hung in his parents' living room. This work of art 
opens a door through which we discover his family's star-
tling historyðfrom an orphanage in Soviet Russia where 
Chagall taught to suburban New Jersey and the jungles of 
Vietnam. Email dpmullens@comcast.net for details.  
 
Starting in December, the WAL Book Club will only 
meet virtually. Project Hail Mary by Andy Weir will be 
discussed at the December 1 meeting. 

 

PET HOLIDAY 

PHOTO SHOOT 
 

Saturday,  November 5  
(Rain date: November 6) 
Upper Terrace /Meadow 
11 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

 
The Pet Committee will offer mini 
sessions with WAL's own pet pho-
tographer Gerry! Ten-minute time slots are available and 
photos will be shot near the Upper Terrace (where you will 
meet for your session). To reserve your time, please send 
an email to FeaturedPet@WatergateAtLandmark.com. 

 

COMMUNITY DANCE PARTY 
 

Saturday,  
November 19 
Terrace Lounge 
6:30 - 11 p.m. 

 
The last party was 
such a hit, we had 
to do it again! 
Come dance the 
night away! Bring 

your snacks and beverage of choice to the Community 
Dance Party hosted by the Youth Committee. For details 
or to help out, please send an email to khosh-
namak@gmail.com. 

 

CHILDRENõS HOLIDAY BOOK DRIVE 
 

December 1 - 14, 2022 
Drop Off Location:  

Bldg. Lobby Christmas Tree 

 
Our community is partnering 
with the C.L.A.P. organization (Childhood Literacy Adds 
Potential), a non-profit 501c(3) organization dedicated to 
increasing literacy among underserved children. C.L.A.P. 
was founded by two WAL residents. Please consider do-
nating gently used or new childrenôs books to be distribut-
ed to those in need. Tax receipts available for donations. 

 

LOBBY TREE TRIMMING 
 

Thursday, December 1 
Lobbies of Buildings 1-4 Å 7 p.m.  

 
Get into the holiday spirit! Join your neighbors to decorate 
your lobby Christmas tree. You can bring a dessert to 
share while decorating. Please call the Activities Office at 
703-370-7092 to volunteer or show up at the event! 

 

OLD HOUSE COSMOPOLITAN  

SHUTTLE TRIP 
  

Thursday, December 8 
Pick up Starts at 11:15 a.m. Å Tickets: $12 (Shuttle Only) 

 
Celebrate the holidays with the A&E Committee by enjoy-
ing a German cuisine with neighbors! Located in Old 
Town Alexandria, the restaurant describes itself as a 
ñhomey all-day eatery and barò that uses fresh, locally-
sourced organic produce. Must purchase lunch on your 
own. Ticket for the Shuttle Bus is non-refundable. 
 

HOLIDAYS AROUND THE WORLD 
 

Saturday, December 10 
Terrace Lounge Å 6 ï 9 p.m.  

 
Experience holiday traditions from Christmas, 

Hanukah, Kwanzaa, Yalda and more at this event sponsored 
by the Youth Committee. Donôt forget to participate in our 
non-perishable food drive. If you 
have questions about the event or a 
talent/winter holiday tradition 
youôd like to share, contact the 
Activities Office or send a email to 
dcjess@gmail.com. 

mailto:dpmullens@comcast.net
mailto:FeaturedPet@WatergateAtLandmark.com
mailto:khoshnamak@gmail.com
mailto:khoshnamak@gmail.com
mailto:dcjess@gmail.com


November 2022   Page 9 Wheel  

NEW YEARS GATHERING 
 

Saturday, December 31, 2022 
Terrace Lounge Å 7 ï 9 p.m. Å Tickets: $55 
Dress: Cocktail Attire, Jacket and Tie 

 
Say ñByeò to 2022 and ñHelloò 
to 2023! 
 
Join your neighbors on New 
Years Eve in the Terrace 
Lounge for heavy appetizers, 
music and conversation. The 
Social Committee will greet you at the door with a glass of 
ñbubbly.ò As always, please bring your own beverage to 
drink during the evening. 
 
For two hours, L&M catering will serve delicious food. We 
will have great music from Bob Smith on the piano accom-
panied by Robert Vetter. He has been asked to play show 
tunes so think about any song requests you would like to 
make! After the gathering ends, you can have time to head 
out to another New Yearôs Eve party! Or, head back to your 
homes (not driving is nice) and watch the ñ ballò drop from 
your favorite chair. You may even stay and continue chat-
ting until the Terrace Lounge closes at 11 p.m. 

ROYAL CARIBBEAN CRUISE 
 

Thursday, May 25 - Sunday, June 3, 2023 
Refundable Deposit of $250 until February 17, 2023 
Prices Vary Based on Occupancy and Room Location 

 
Sail from Baltimore, 
MD, to the Bahamas 
and Bermuda for nine 
days of fun with neigh-
bors! The Social Com-
mittee has arranged a 
round-trip bus transpor-
tation (optional, addi-
tional cost) to the port of call. Port charges and taxes are 
included. Insurance, excursions and beverages are ex-
tra. Please consider this as you plan to attend. 
 
To reserve your trip, call Annie Alvarez (Stirling Cruises 
Travel Agent) by email (annie@cruiserewards.com) or by 
phone (305-459-1770). You may also contact Paul 
Sonnhalter by email (paul.sonnhalter39@gmail.com) or by 
phone (703-869-3253).  
 
 
 

WAL UPCOMING  EVENTS 

Pet ferret in Super 
Mario Costume.  
Photo: 
www.petful.com 

mailto:annie@cruiserewards.com
mailto:paul.sonnhalter39@gmail.com

